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Excerpt from David Burpee’s draft remarks for a national flower debate at the U.S. Capitol attended by 

members of the Falls Church Garden Club on May 5, 1959. The city of Falls Church is in Virginia, about eight 

miles outside Washington, D.C. Garden clubs started as intellectual and social outlets for women in the early 

1900s and grew to play important roles in preserving historic places and natural resources in the United States.  

 
Smithsonian Institution, Archives of American Gardens, W. Atlee Burpee& Co. Records – Accretion 2. Draft of speech on 
the National Floral Emblem Debate by David Burpee, “National Floral Emblem Debate,” Box 347, Folder 8.  
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Phrases and terms: 
 
“Pull popcorn over…” - reference to the phrase “to 
pull the wool over someone’s eyes,” meaning to 
attempt to trick them 
 
“President Eisenhower damages the grass” – 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower was a golfer 
 
orchid – famous for its rare, expensive, and hard-to-
get varieties 
 
straw vote – an informal, quickly-taken poll 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Mok, “Marigold Wins Round Over Rose, ‘Weeds’,” 
The Evening Star (Washington, D.C.), 6 May 
1959. Chronicling America: Historic American 
Newspapers. Library of Congress. 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462-
/1959-05-06/ed-1/seq-33/    

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1959-05-06/ed-1/seq-33/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1959-05-06/ed-1/seq-33/
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Michael Mok, “Marigold Wins Round Over Rose, ‘Weeds’,” The Evening Star (Washington, D.C.), 6 May 
1959. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Library of Congress. 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1959-05-06/ed-1/seq-33/ 
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